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Supreme Personal Cause, we are led to look on
these laws as His mode of working. I need not
repeat what I have already said on a former oc-
casion, that such a view forbids us to reject the
possibility of what we picture to our minds as a
more direct Divine intervention, representing it thus
to ourselves as being out of the usual course. But
this is a point which my more immediate subject
does not lead me now to dwell further upon. I
have also referred to the idea of God as a Spirit
holding communion with our spirits, and to the
subject of prayer. I would just observe in passing
that such communion may be just as much a law of
our spiritual being as the laws which science investi-
gates are of the material world.

The question which I propose at present to dis-
cuss is, Whether and in what sense we are at liberty
to pray for material advantage, or what we suppose
to be advantage, such as recovery from sickness, fair
weather for harvest, and things of that nature ? It
might be said, These are all regulated by perfectly
definite laws; of what use can it be, nay, is it even
lawful, to pray for such things as these ?

Prayer involves the earnest expression as before
God of a desire of something as from Him, which we
hope, subject to its being in accordance with His
will, that He may grant us. Let us take an imagi-
nary case. Suppose that in bygone times, before men